Chater Junior School

Making lives better

“No one will protect what they don’t
care about, and no one will care
about what they have never
experienced.” Sir David Attenborough

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a wonderfully busy week at Chater, filled with learning,
inspiration, and moments of real pride across our school community.

We began the week with my Headteacher’'s Assembly, where we
celebrated the remarkable work of Sir David Attenborough. This
afternoon, the children will also be joining a special live assembly in
honour of his 100th birthday, giving them the chance to reflect on
his extraordinary contribution to our understanding of the natural
world.

During the assembly, | also introduced our brand-new Eco Code,
created by our dedicated Eco Warriors. This Eco Code is a pledge
that reflects our whole school’s commitment to protecting and caring
for the environment. The Eco Warriors showed excellent
collaboration as they shared ideas, discussed priorities, and worked
together to shape the final version.

Our Eco Code highlights three key environmental priorities:
Sustainable travel, Encouraging biodiversity and Saving energy.

You can find the full Eco Code at the end of this newsletter.

We are incredibly proud of the Eco Warriors’ thoughtful leadership
and the positive impact they continue to make across our school. |
was also honoured to present the team with a Certificate of
Appreciation from Green Heart of Watford, following their recent visit
to help grow our very own Chater Meadow wildflower strip along the
path from Exchange Road to St Mary’s Church.

| am also delighted to share that we have once again been
successful in retaining our Good-level Modeshift STARS
accreditation for this academic year. This reflects our ongoing
commitment to promoting safe, active and sustainable travel across
our school community.

In addition, | am incredibly proud to announce that Chater Junior
School has officially achieved the OPAL Platinum Award — the
highest level of recognition within the OPAL programme. This award
is given only to schools that demonstrate exceptional, sustained
commitment to high-quality play, and we are now part of the top 1%
of schools nationally to reach this standard.
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This achievement reflects the dedication, collaboration,
and belief of our entire staff team. Every member of
staff has contributed to transforming our play culture,
and | am deeply proud of the collective effort that has
brought us to this point.

| would like to express my sincere thanks to Mrs
Whitehurst for leading OPAL so passionately, and to
Mrs Kosinska for supporting Mrs Whitehurst. Their
commitment has played a vital role in helping us
embed OPAL so successfully across the school.
Please see our school website for further details of how
we achieved the OPAL Platinum Award
https://www.chaterjm.herts.sch.uk/Parents/OPAL-
Playtimes

We will be holding our official OPAL Platinum Award
Ceremony on 15th July 2026.

Although this is a significant milestone, our OPAL
journey does not end here. We will continue to grow,
refine and innovate, and | look forward to seeing how
our play provision continues to flourish in the months
and years ahead.

All of the achievements above form key parts of our
School Development Priorities, and | am pleased that
we have made excellent progress in securing these
significant accreditations.

We also have even more Mini Marathon runners to
celebrate. Please see the next page for further details.

As we approach SATs week, | want to take a moment to
wish all of our Year 6 children the very best for their
upcoming tests. They have been working tirelessly, and
their commitment is commendable. | am confident that
all their hard work will pay off, and | admire their
resilience and determination throughout this process.
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend ahead.

Mrs Khinde




Firstly, | want to say how much we appreciated the
opportunity for the children to take part in such a well-
known and inspiring event. It was a fantastic
experience for them to be involved, and my son was
very proud to represent the school. Events like this
really help build confidence, resilience, and a sense of
achievement.

| also wanted to say that the communication, timing,
and support for the children were extremely helpful.

Overall, we're very grateful to the staff who gave their
time and energy to make this happen — we know
these events take a great deal of effort to organise.

The scale of the London Mini Marathon was
incredible, and even amongst thousands of other
runners, Saifan felt a real sense of pride
representing his school. Achieving his medal was
a massive highlight, and the encouragement
from the wider community made it a day to
remember.



Congratulations Golden Table Award

Well done to the following children for showing

Headteacher Award excellent manners and behaviour at lunchtime.

Well done to the following children who
received the Headteacher Award in our
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Please inform the school office if you have changed
your address or telephone /mobile number.

Year 6 SATS week: Year 6 Children are invited for an
additional early breakfast from 8:20am until

8:45am- Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May.

Js

Year 5 parents- Online registration for SW Herts School
Consortium secondary school admissions tests are open.
Please see the letter sent for more details.

Summer Term

Diary Dates

Monday 11t May to Thursday 14t May

Year 6 SATS

Tuesday 19t May

Reverend Richard Banham’s Assembly

Wednesday 20t May

Year 3 Ancient Egyptian Day

Thursday 21st May

PE Day

Friday 22nd May

INSET DAY 4- School closed

Half Term 25t to 29t May

Monday 1st June Pupils return to school

Wednesday 39 June PTA meeting 9:00-10:00am

Thursday 4% June Year 3 HfL Maths Competition - selected children
Monday 8t June NSPCC Workshops for Years 5 & 6

Tuesday 9th June

Year 4 trip to Verulamium Museum

Wednesday 10t June

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check (MTC).
Year 2 & Year 5 OPAL event at Chater Junior 1:30-2:30pm

Thursday 11t June Parent workshop - GET ONLINE SMART 9:30am-10:00am.
Friday 12t June Non uniform day for tombola donations for the Summer Fair
Tuesday 16% June Class photos

PTA Summer Fair 3:30-4:30pm

Wednesday 17t June

Year 6 trip to Matilda - The Musical

Tuesday 23 June Spanish Celebration Afternoon

Thursday 25% June Years 3 & 5 Athletic Festival at Watford Grammar School for Boys.

Monday 29t June “Welcome to Chater Junior” meeting for new Year 3 parents 9:15-10:00am.

Tuesday 30t June Sports Day at West Herts Sports Ground- 9:30-11:30am

Wednesday 1st July Year 6 Its Your Move Workshops

Thursday 2nd July Year 3 Trombone performance to parents/carers (timings to follow)

Monday 6t July Summer production- performance 1 to parents/carers only. 2:00-3:00pm tbc

Tuesday 7t July Summer Production - performance 2 to Chater Infants & parents with young
children. 9:30-10:30am tbc

Wednesday 8t July Years 3 & 4 Tri-Golf Festival

Thursday 9t July Transition day- Year 6 children visiting new secondary schools.

Welcome to the new Year 3 children. Years 3, 4 & 5 children meet their new
class teachers.

Friday 10t July

Annual Reports sent home

Monday 20t July Year 6 Leaver’'s Assembly - 2:30-3:00pm.
Tuesday 21st July End of Summer Term- school finishes at 1:15pm
Wednesday 22n July INSET Day 5- school closed

Thursday 231 July

Occasional Day - school closed




CPRE Hertfordshire
Children's Photography Competition
‘ ‘\ 2026
Together with The Countryside Charity Hertfordshire, we would like to invite all of the

Chater Junior School students to celebrate our beautiful Hertfordshire through
Photography.

To enter the Children's Photography Competition, you need to take a photographic
image (a picture) of our stunning Cassiobury Park scenery, our ancient woodland or
colourful birds.

« Send one chosen photograph to Include:

office@cpreherts.org.uk - a description of the location in Hertfordshire

» Use the subject line: - why the photograph meets the criteria
Centenary Photograph Competition

- the photographer's name and your parent’s
phone number

- category you are entering for

All entries should be received no later than
Friday, 12th June and the winners will be

announced by Wednesday 8th July

- There are two age group categories:
s , Campaign to Protect

- . Rural England 1. Children’s Photographer of the Year (10 years and below).
) TRARE 3 2. Children’s photographer of the Year (11— 17).



10 Top Tips for Parents and Educators

HELPING,NEURODIVERGENT CHILDREN
NAVIGATE THE ONLINE WORLD

Neurodivergent people tend to be early adopters of technology, and many influential innovators in this space are neurodivergent themselves.
It's therefore likely that a neurodivergent child or young person may be drawn to the online world from an early age. This isn‘t a concern in
itself, but understanding both the benefits and potential risks is essential. Here are ten key considerations to support safe and positive online

experiences for neurodivergent children.

TREAT ONLINE LIKE €.
THE REAL WORLD

You wouldn‘t allow a child to cross a road without
guidance - you'd hold their hand, use a pedestrian
crossing, and model safe behaviour. In the same way,
a neurodivergent child’s first experiences online
should be supported by an adult who can guide and
explain safe and responsible digital behaviour to
them from the outset.

1

> MODEL RESPONSIBLE
USE

Children learn from what they see. Show all children,
regardless of neurotype, what responsible internet

use looks like. Reflect on your own use of social media

and Al. Consider how often you use them and your [}
own understanding of these platforms. Talk openly 1
about when and why you use these tools, helping all
children develop a balanced and informed approach.

B y
3 KNOW YOUR LIMITS fo‘

Current government guidance suggests no solo
screen use below the age of two, with a maximum

of one hour per day for two- to five-year-olds. Screen
time can support communication and connection
when shared with an adult. However, passive
watching can affect neurodivergent children’s
attention and language skills. Focus on the type of
content they watch, encouraging slower-paced and
meaningful material rather than fast-paced,
overstimulating content.

CONSIDER AGES
AND STAGES

For older children and teenagers, agreed limits

are important. Screen time can be beneficial,

but it should form part of a balanced lifestyle.
Neurodivergent children may find online
communication easier than real-world conversation,
supporting their social interaction. However, it
shouldn’t be their only option. Encourage a range of
activities, including creative play, physical exercise,
and opportunities for real-world connections.

g KEEP CONVERSATIONS )
OPEN d

Discussions about online safety should begin early

and continue as children grow. However,

neurodivergent children may worry about getting

things wrong or being misunderstood, meaning these

kinds of conversations should feel open and fair,

rather than like a lecture. If a child encounters a ww:k
problem - such as a scam or inappropriate content - * -
they need to feel able to speak to a trusted adult

without fear of judgement or embdrrassment.

= A
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6 BUILD YOUR KNOWLEDGE

You aren’t expected to be an expert, but it’s m
important to stay informed about the platforms,

games, or apps neurodivergent children use in

order to provide practical support. Social media
platforms have age limits, and many apps and

games offer parental settings that can control

access. Schools and families should work together

to understand these tools, helping neurodivergent
children use them safely while keeping up to date

with new features and changes.

7 SET CLEAR BOUNDARIES

Children and young people often know more

about current technology than adults, meaning

it's important to recognise that controls may be
byp d. Clear, predictable boundaries should be
used, based on trust and consistency. Involving
children in discussions that affect them helps them
feel heard. This is particularly important for
neurodivergent children, who may respond strongly
to perceived unfairness.

-

g UNDERSTAND Al [¥Rai
CONTENT X Fake

The internet now includes large amounts of

Al-generated content, including images, videos, and

stories. These can be difficult to identify. Children

should be encouraged to question what they see and

check the information using trusted sources.
Neurodivergent children may interpret content

literally, meaning adult guidance is important in “
helping them recognise what's real and reliable —

and whatisn‘t.

- A

EXPLAIN Al
LIMITATIONS

Alisn’t the sume as a search engine. It generates
responses based on prompts and patterns, and its
accuracy depends on how it’s used. Sometimes, it
produces incorrect or unrealistic information, known
as ‘hallucinations’. Both adults and children need to
understand this and learn how to check information
carefully using reliable and trusted sources.

9

10 CLARIFY Al
RELATIONSHIPS

Al can feel conversational and personal, but it's

not capable of real relationships. It learns from
patterns in user input rather than human
understanding. Some neurodivergent children may
experience a sense of connection with Al chatbots,
particularly if they find social situations challenging.
It's therefore important to explain that these are
simulated conversations and aren't a substitute for

redl, human relationships.

»
4,4

Meet Our Expert y 1’ / e
Catrina Lowri is a neurodivergent former SENCO and Advisory Teacher who ;} i & I<
W

.
works with nurseries, schools, colleges, and businesses to improve inclusion thlondl
for neurodivergent people. She is the Founder and Director of Neuroteachers % e a Co“e e'ﬂ
and the author of “The Other 29 - How Supporting Your Neurodivergent U i 8

Learner Can Improve Teaching and Learning for the Whole Class”.

See full reference list on our websi_te'

X @wake_up_weds ] /wuwthenationalcollege @wake.upwednesday o' @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 06.05.2026
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E Chater Junior Eco Warriors’ Tips
to Encourage Nature

(You don't even need a garden!)

Create a Bug Hotel

Collect stick and twigs and
leave them in a little pile
outside. You will be amazed
by how quickly insects make it
their home!

Plant wildflowers

Buy a little packet of seeds
(only £1-£2) and plant them in
a patch of earth or a pot.
Wildflowers don’t need
compost!

No Mow May! '

If you are lucky enough to
have a lawn or grassy area,

don’t mow it for the month of
May. This will help our bees to
thive!

EXCUSE THE W[Eﬂ& *
o 10 FEED THE BEES! . *%
& Ll s raa ‘i"" i L A1y
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Eco Warriors help to make S8
the world a better place s 98\ N

i Care for nature and

2 care for our environment @ %

' On our way to school,
we walk, scoot or cycle o

Cut your carbon to help g
protect our earth P




